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							Who We Are
						

				

				
				
			The Voice of Ontario’s VQA Wine Industry for Over 40 Years
		

				

				
				
							The Ontario Craft Wineries is the voice for over 100 VQA wineries across Ontario. Our mission is to champion and advocate for the growth and success of Ontario VQA wine producers.
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			Committed, Passionate and Just Getting Started
		

				

				
				
							Ontario’s VQA wine industry has much to celebrate and we continue to aspire for more. We envision an Ontario that broadly celebrates, supports and recognizes Ontario’s VQA wine industry as one of the world’s premier wine regions, and an Ontario that proudly chooses local VQA wines over imports.
						

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
			Our Strategic Priorities
		

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
					
			
						

		

				

				

				
				
			Advocate
		

				

				
				
						
											
													
										For the financial stability of our members.
									
	
											
													
										For a regulatory and public policy framework that supports the growth of Ontario’s VQA wine industry and attracts new capital into the sector.
									
	
											
													
										For sustainable grape growing and stewardship of Ontario’s wine country.
									


				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
					
			
						

		

				

				

				
				
			Promote
		

				

				
				
						
											
													
										Direct and influence innovative marketing that drives consumers to choose Ontario VQA wines.
									
	
											
													
										Educate and engage with our members and industry stakeholders.
									


				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
					
			
						

		

				

				

				
				
			Collaborate
		

				

				
				
						
											
													
										Seek common ground with industry stakeholders.
									
	
											
													
										Be the trusted voice for Ontario’s VQA wine producers.
									


				

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
			Our Aspirational Consumer-Centric 2030 Vision to Grow Ontario’s VQA Wine & Grape Industry
		

				

				
				
							Developed in collaboration with Ontario Craft Wineries, Wine Growers Ontario, and the Wine Marketing Association of Ontario.
						

				

				
				
					
			
						
						View Our 2030 Vision
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			Supporting Family Owned and Run Wineries
		

				

				
				
							Our members are small and medium-sized enterprises – grape growers, manufacturers, and leaders in tourism in their communities. They are the future of Ontario’s wine industry, which is a growing source of new investment, jobs and award-winning wines.
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			40+ Years of Advocating for Ontario Wineries
		

				

				
				
							Throughout its existence, OCW has always been the trade association advocating for positive change for Ontario wineries. Significant gains have been made, including:
	Increased access to the LCBO
	Ability to sell “direct” to licensees
	Program relief from unfair taxes
	Recognition of Ontario VQA wines as world-class by the international community
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							Ontario consumers are demanding increased access to quality Ontario VQA wines, and we will continue to work with all levels of government, liquor boards and distribution partners to realize more opportunities for our members.
						

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
					
			

		

				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
			Building A Strong Community
		

				

				
				
							The Ontario Craft Wineries helps its winery members navigate the industry, grow and be successful in the areas of:
	Industry & Government Affairs
	Regulatory & Policy Development
	Generic Marketing Programs
	Education & Opportunities
	Engagement & Communication



The Ontario Craft Wineries works diligently with all of our industry partners to meet the needs of our members and the Ontario wine consumer.
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			Sustainable Winegrowing Ontario Certified
		

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
							Ontario Craft Wineries created the Sustainable Winegrowing Ontario: An Environmental Charter for the Wine Industry program in partnership with the Grape Growers of Ontario in 2007. This proactive program was developed for Ontario’s wine industry, including wineries and grape growers, to provide information on environmental requirements and identify new sustainable opportunities while complying with existing regulations.
						

				

				
				
					
			
						
						Learn More
		
					
		

				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
													[image: ]


[image: ]
													

				

					

		

					

		
					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
			Our Member Wineries

		

				

				
				
							Visit our member wineries by region
						

				

				
				
			Emerging Regions

		

				

				
				
			Lake Erie North Shore

		

				

				
				
			Niagara Escarpment & Area

		

				

				
				
			Niagara-On-The-Lake & Area

		

				

				
				
			Prince Edward County
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			Your Source for Industry News & Resources
		

				

				
				
							Stay up to date on industry news and updates or learn more from our Wine Appellations of Ontario course. Keeping you informed and in-the-know!
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			Stay Connected @ontariocraftwineries
		

				

				
				
					

	
    
		
    
        
            THIS is what’s included with your ticket at the 
            	                    [image: THIS is what’s included with your ticket at the Ontario Craft Wine Conference and Trade Show…  In one day you will receive insight, inspiration and information that can support YOU and your wine business in this ever changing industry!   See you there in two weeks!]
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            Meet the Member Monday! In 2007 husband and wife t
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Meet the Member Monday! In 2007 husband and wife team, Kevin & Jodie Panagapka decided to register a small Pinot Noir vineyard on her parents’ property. They were given the Grape Growing Number 2027, from that 2027 Cellars was born.   Originally starting as a “virtual” winery, 2027 Cellars produced their first vintage of wine, 100 cases of Riesling. Since 2007 all their wine has been strictly sold to licensee customers and did not become available to the public until 2020. Visit 2027 for amazing small batch, exclusive, local wine!   #2027cellars #coolclimatewines #discoveron #wineentusiast #wineniagara #ontariowine #ontariotravel #winecountryontario #vqawine #vqaontario #niagarawineries #winelovers #OCW]
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            Taste with the Winemakers and explore innovative w
            	                    [image: Taste with the Winemakers and explore innovative wine making techniques at this years 2024 Ontario Craft Wine Conference and Trade Show.   Understanding the Unconventional: Uncovering New and Innovative Concepts in Wine with Chris Colaneri and a panel of winemakers throughout the region.   The world of wine is ever changing and evolving. Each year, we embrace tradition but also continue to push the limits and explore unique and innovative directions. Whether it is the introduction of more hybrid grapes, skin fermented white wines, alternative aging techniques or reimaging ancient methods, Ontario wineries have certainly pushed the boundaries of winemaking. Here we explore those innovations and investigate their success in the marketplace.   This session is included in your conference ticket but it’s encourage to register in advance. *Note: Limited capacity. OCWC24 attendees can ONLY attend one tasting session, either session 1 or session 2. To sign up for the session, attendees must “add the session” to “My Agenda” on the Whova app.]
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	            	                    [image: Let’s elevate the experience of wine tasting and buying in Ontario. Get your tickets for the 2024 Ontario Craft Wine Conference & Trade Show. THIS is what your ticket includes!  In one day, you will identify efficiencies in your business and learn about new marketing and sales opportunities. You will educate yourself and your staff on new wine trends and innovative wine making practices. In one day, you will connect with wine industry suppliers that support your businesses needs.   There are so many insights and takeaways from the day, things you can action and implement right away for your business. Together we will advance the wine industry as a whole through collaboration. We look forward to seeing you there!]
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            	                    [image: The Ontario Craft Wine Conference is 20 days away! The OCW Conference is a great opportunity to learn about the state of the industry and to gain insight, knowledge and inspiration for the season ahead! This is a one day event and in one day, you will invest in your future and spend time on your business, rather then in your business.   In one day, you will identify efficiencies in your business and learn about new marketing and sales opportunities. You will educate yourself and your staff on new wine trends and innovative wine making practices. In one day, you will connect with wine industry suppliers that support your businesses needs. Together we will advance the wine industry as a whole through collaboration.   Have you seen the incredible line of international speakers and panellists? Let’s elevate the experience of wine tasting and buying in our unique cool climate region. We look forward to seeing you there!]
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            	                    [image: Recruiting the NEXT generation of industry LEADERS…   This is such an important discussion in the wine industry. Join us for a dynamic and solution-focused panel addressing current workforce issues faced by Ontario Craft Wineries. Engage in state of the industry discussions; identify resources, tools, opportunities, and organizations to support growth and evolution.   Practical strategies will be explored to recruit and develop passionate leaders invested in and committed to the success of the Ontario wine industry; today, tomorrow, and for future generations. Let’s look at succession strategies for future advancement and success.  For more information on the conference #ocwc24 visit the link in our bio.]
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							We acknowledge that our wineries and vineyards are on the territories of the: The Anishinabewaki, Attiwonderonk, Haudenosaunee, Mississauga and Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation land, Ojibwe, the Odawa, and the Potawatomi People. As a guest of this land, we thank Indigenous Peoples for caring and protecting the lands and waters we use to work and live. In the spirit of peace, friendship and respect to all Indigenous Peoples, we will continue to honour this place we call home.
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							4890 Victoria Avenue North
P.O. Box 4000
Vineland Station, Ontario
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